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GEOLOGY OF SOMALIA

 Part: I 

 The Geology of Somalia and in particular the 

Coriole and Coastal Basins









COMPARING HILALA & SHILABO WITH AMSAS-CORIOLE-AFGOYE

BLOCK(450KM TO 30KM OF PIPELINE TO PORT)





RECENT OIL AND GAS AFRICA HOTSPOTS

 Why Somalia and in particular Coriole Basin

 Somalia has close to 12 Basins and Sub-basins (Most Offshore)

 More than 150 TCF of gas was discovered on the eastern shores of Eastern 
Africa from Mozambique to Kenya in the last 10 years.

 Somalia is also one area that has not had real exploration done for the last 
23 years except for in Puntland

 In Kenya close to a Billion Barrels have been booked by Tullow Oil 
recently(2012-14)

 In Tanzania close to 50TCF  of gas reserves has been discovered(2004-
2014)

 In Mozambique close to 100 TCF of reserves is what major oil companies 
have discovered (2004-2014)

 In Uganda close to 1.5 Million Barrels of oil reserves has been 
discovered(since 2005) say last 10 years



 Somalia’s Needs

Knowledge Transfer(Oil and Gas)

 Capacity Building on Governance and legal reforms 

and modernization

 Investments in Infrastructure

 Security



Somalia Hydrocarbons - Potential

Exploration Reservoir Consultants Ltd

coastline 3333 km; area >646,000 sq.km

EEZ = 3333* 350km =1,166,550 km²



SOMALIA

 History of oil exploration in Somalia

 Exploration for Oil and Gas started around 1925 by Rogers and Sinclair, Miner and 
Amerada Hess.

 Somalia had more than 15 international companies that owned acreage – most 
declared ‘force Majeure’

 Currently there is no Agreed Federal Petroleum law  and nothing has been agreed 
between the Federal Government and existing States( Puntland, Somaliland, etc) 

 Puntland and Somaliland have issued licenses to new companies while the issue of 
‘Force-Majuere’ still holds raising legal and jurisdictional risks a notch higher in 
Somalia.

 Jacka Resources, Petrosoma, DNO, Sterling Energy, Genel, Ophir, Answikifs have 
acreage in Somaliland while,Africa Oil, Horn Petroleum,Range Resources, have 
acreage issued by state governments all have overlapping issues with previous 
concession holders of the 1980s.

 Amsas Consulting/Amsas Energy is the only company that has been issued  with 
clean acreage that has no overlaps  since 1991.



3. AMOCO-2 *Amoco Somalia Petroleum Company 50% 26,318.00

Agip (Africa) Ltd. 50%

4. CHEVRON *Chevron Corporation 100% 40,500.00

5. CONOCO-1 *Continental Oil Company 30% 98,700.00

Phillips Petroleum Corporation Somalia 25%

BG Somalia SA 20%

Japan Energy Corporation 15%

Du Pont E&P  No.1  B.V 10%

6. CONOCO-2 *Continental Oil Company 60% 38,728.00

BG Somalia SA 25%

Japan Energy Corporation 15%

7. Amsas Consulting/ 

Somalia Federal 

Government(FG)

*Amsas Consulting Pty.Ltd.(Option of gaining 100% ) 49% 4700.00

51%

8. PECTEN-1 *Pecten Somalia 50% 60,344.00

Mobil Somalia 50%

9. PHILLIPS *Phillips Petroleum Corporation Somalia 100% 14,263.00

LAND 239,562.00

SHELF 33,437.00

DEEP 46,971.00

TOTAL 319,970.00

Somalia Concession Holders August, 2014



2012 – P.D. 2 wells

1978 - 1991 15 wells

1970 - 1977 5 wells

1956 - 1969 46 wells

EXPLORATION HISTORY - DRILLING

1991 - 2012 hiatus

TOTAL 68 wells

•Underexplored

•Clean slate



Source: Harmy and Brady Report(Vol-I)



 Data and reports(Harms & Brady Report) on 

Somalia is available from Robertson-CGG of 

North Wales, UK or from Amsas 

Consulting(Africa)Ltd.

 Somalia has recently been estimated to have 

more than 100 Billion Barrels of Oil by some 

analysts even putting it ahead of Kuwait 

(source:africareview.com)



 Part: II

 The Amsas-Coriole-Afgoye (ACA)Block and the 

case for Oil and Gas Opportunities





SOMALIA OPPORTUNITY CASE STUDY ; AMSAS-

CORIOLE-AFGOYE(ACA) BLOCK

 Block is operated by Amsas Consulting/Amsas Energy Somalia Ltd.

 The Block Size is 4700 Square Kilometres and 854Km of 2D seismic is available

 Block has 8 wells drilled 1 oil discovery, 1 gas  discovery and the rest had oil and gas 
shows except 2 wells that were dry (wrongly drilled in 1985 by Somali Government)

 Chapman Petroleum Engineers of Canada recently valued the ACA Block at around 
$3.75 Billion with Prospect Reserves of 51Million Barrels of Oil and 268 BCF of Gas

 http://www.amsasconsulting.com/AmsasBlockSomalia_Valuation.pdf

 In 1961 Coriole-1 Well tested at 700BOPD light Oil at 44-47API

 In 1965 the Afgoye-1 well tested 9-15 MMSCFD

 Amsas Consulting estimates a mean resources of 2 Billion Barrels of oil and 6 TCF of 
gas

 www.amsasconsulting.com/Amsa Consulting  Block Potential_15OCT2014.pdf

 ACA block is surrounded by Amoco(9,6 and 12 now BP)Blocks and offshore by 
Pecten(Shell) Blocks – Future Strong partners when it comes to development.

 The Agreement Amsas Consulting has is also a First of refusal on Three(3) Blocks on 
Previous ‘Force-Majeure’ Declared Blocks by Major Oil companies before the onset 
of the Somali civil war in 1991.









COMPARING PROJECT IN EAST AFRICA

Pipeline(Km) to Port Projected Costs($) Project Capex Rating Technical/Financial Risk 

Rating

South Sudan

3300 3.3Billion High High

Uganda

1650 1.65Billion Medium Medium/High

Kenya

1020 1.02Billion Medium Medium

Somalia

(Amsas Block) 40 40Million Low Low

Source: Amsas Consulting



• Hydrocarbons recovered

• Shows in wells

• Surface oil seepages

Hydrocarbon Occurrences















Part: III

The Security, Political and Logistical Development and outlook after the 

Projected 2016 elections





SECURITY, POLITICAL AND LOGISTICAL 

CHALLENGES

Security

 Though Alshabaab has been driven out of most 

major town they are still a security challenge

 The Somali National Army is not fully functional 

all over Somalia – the challenge of integration 

and harmonization

 Lack of Professional Senior Security officers



THE STATE OF SECURITY IN SOMALIA



Political

 Somalia adopted a Federal System of Government in line 
with the provisional constitution of 2012 

 The Current Federal Government was formed using the 4.5 
Rule that latter became the 5 Rule – in short it was a 
selected Government rather than an Elected Government

 The Constitution of 2012 has to be completed by 2016 
before a Nation wide referendum and latter an election

 Currently there are two interim states(Jubaland and South 
Central) and one state(Puntland) while another 
one(Somaliland) is advocating for cessation.



 The Federal Constitution stipulates that two or more States(See 
Somalia political map) can form a State Government 

 The Challenges of Implementing the Federal Constitution and 
resource sharing are:
 Completing Federal States Formations – Currently there is Puntland, 

Somaliland, South Western State

 Selecting a Capital for Somalia and enacting special law (Article 9)

 Transforming the current parliament that consists of 275 Members of 
Parliament(MPs) to come from constituencies rathe than from clans

 The Somaliland issue – why is the International community silent on 
whether Somaliland should be considered as being part of Somalia

 Formation of a Federal Boundaries Commission – to assist with 
governance and minimization of Inter-State conflict



Logistical Challenges

 Road Networks are very poor and in some regions are 
inaccessible 

 There is lack of trained personnel in the E&P sector

 Some ports are in dire situation and need upgrade 
before they can accommodate fairly sized shipping 
vessels

 The Telecommunications network is very good

 Airport and improving but need more work – airlines are 
available to and from  Somalia on a daily basis



SOMALI OIL AND GAS DATA

 Most data was lost after the 1991 civil war

 Robertson-CGG was able to compile and safeguard most data for 
Somalia and they have done some enhancement to original  files and 
documents

 Robertson-CGG is working with the Ministry of Energy, water and 
mines at setting up a Somalia oil and gas database

 In 2014 Soma Oil and Gas a UK based company recently did an 
offshore 20,000KM of offshore 2D seismic and that data will be 
available soon. Soma oil and gas raised $50million for Somalia 
operations alone

 In January 2015 ION Geophysical has signed an agreement with the 
Puntland Petroleum and Minerals Agency (PPMA) to complete a multi-
client 2D regional seismic survey offshore Putland, Somalia. 
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